Basic Course for Guide Captains			      Self Learning Module No. 4


National Flag, Bharat Scouts& Guides Flag
And World Guide Flag
People have used flags for over 4,000 years. Today every country has a flag.  Likewise there are flags for Institutions, Clubs, Sports and Games, Religious groups, Political parties etc.

Objectives
At the end of this Module, you should be able to:

1. Describe the Indian National Flag.
2. Explain the meaning and significance of our National Flag.
3. Explain the flag code.
4. Describe the Bharat Scouts and Guides Flag.
5. Describe the World Guide Flag

 (
Thought for Reflection
"A flag is a necessity for all nations. Millions have died for it. It is no doubt a kind of idolatry, which would be a sin to destroy. For, a flag represents an Ideal." 
"It will be necessary for us Indians Muslims, Christians Jews, Parsis, and all others to whom India is their home-to recognize a common flag to live and to die for." 
Mahatma Gandhi
)







[image: Description: C:\Users\Karuna David\Pictures\is566YY412.jpg]National flags serve not only as a means of identity but also as a symbol for a country's history and ideals. Although flags originated from a simple concept, today they represent much more than mere signage.
Flags are a symbolic representation of the country and its ideals. Flags aim to unite the people and act as an icon of the nation. The flags of countries are treated with respect.
Countries usually design their flag with certain colours or shapes to stand for specific meaning.

The National Flagof India
The National Flag of India has got immense importance. It was designed by Pingali Venkayya, an agriculturist and Indian freedom fighter from Andhra Pradesh.The national flag of free India was first adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 22 July 1947.It epitomizes its civilization and culture, heritage and freedom. 
[image: ]The Indian national flag is a tricolor rectangular panel, made up of three rectangular panels of equal width. The colour of the top panel is saffron and of the bottom panel is green; the middle panel is white. In the centre there is the design of Ashoka Chakra in navy blue colour. Saffron colour denotes courage and sacrifice, white denotes purity, the path of truth to guide our conduct and the green denotes prosperity and peace.The Ashoka chakra comprising of 24 spokes in the centre of the panel is the wheel of the law of Dharma; it denotes progress.  The size of the flag is in the ratio of 3:2 (three parts long and two parts wide).The national flag shall be used only on such occasions and in such manner as in accordance with the rules framed by the Government.

Flag Code
On 26th January 2002, the Indian flag code was modified and after several years of independence, the citizens of India were finally allowed to hoist the Indian flag over their homes, offices and factories on any day and not just National days, as was the case earlier. Now Indians can proudly display the national flag anywhere and any time, as long as the provisions of the Flag Code are strictly followed to avoid any disrespect to the tricolor
The flag:
· shall not be used for commercial purposes;
· shall not be dipped in salute to any person;
· shall not be flown at half-mast except on occasions on which the Flag is flown at half-mast on public buildings in accordance with the instructions issued bythe Government;
· shall not be used as a drapery in any form whatsoever, including private funerals;
· shall not be used as a portion of costume or uniform of any description norshall it be embroidered or printed upon cushions, handkerchiefs, napkins or any dress material
· shall not be intentionally allowed to touch the ground or the floor or trailin water;
· in a damaged or soiled condition, it shall be destroyed as a whole in private, preferably by burning or by any other method consistent with the dignity of the Flag.
· should not be used as a festoon, rosette or bunting or in any other manner for decoration;


[image: ]
When displayed in a straight line with flags of other countries, the National Flagshall be on the extreme right; i.e. if an observer were to stand in the centre of the row of theflags facing the audience, the National Flag should be to his extreme right. The position isillustrated in the diagram.


The Bharat Scouts and Guides Flag  
[image: BSG flag]The Bharat Scouts & Guides flag is dark blue blue in colour.  The Emblem in yellow colour is in the centre of the flag with Ashoka chakra in blue colour.  
The size of the Association flag is 180 cms in length and 120 cms in width. The size of the emblem is 45 cms x 80 cms.
The size of the Unit/Group flag is 120 cms in length and 80 cms in width. The name of the Unit/Group shall be written in yellow colour in a straight line below the emblem.
The Fleur-de-lis is the International Emblem of Scouting.  The Trefoil of Guides, superimposed on the Fleur-de-lis stands for the combined organisation of Bharat Scouts and Guides.  Ashoka Chakra is meant to emphasize the Indian character of the Movement.
The Bharat Scouts and Guides flag shall be dipped to the President of the Indian Republic. It may be dipped to the President or the Chief National Commissioner of the Bharat Scouts and Guides.     

The World Guide Flag  
[image: http://www.crwflags.com/fotw/images/i/int-waggs.gif]The World Guide Trefoil and the World Flag have many symbolic meaning. The Trefoil used on the World Badge is the unifying symbol of WAGGGS. Every part has a meaning. The Golden Trefoil on bright blue ground represents the sun shining over all the children of the World. The three leaves represent the Three-Fold Promise as originally laid down by the Founder. The base of the stalk represents the flame of the love of humanity. The vein pointing upwards through the centre of the trefoil represents the compass needle pointing the way and the two stars represents the promise and law.
The white blaze in the lower, right-hand corner represents WAGGGS' commitment to peace; this is crowned by three golden blocks symbolizing the three-fold Promise. 

For further Reading:
1. Girl Guiding in India*

* Books published by The Bharat Scouts and Guides, National Headquarters, New Delhi.


 (
An Attempt to Recollect
Try testing your memory by answering                                                                   the following questions:
What does a national flag symbolise?
Who designed the national flag of India? 
When was the national flag of free India first adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly?
When you hoist the National Flag, which colour should be on the top?
How many spokes does the Ashoka Chakra comprise of?
In terms of size, what is the ratio of the national flag?
What does the green colour in the national flag signify?
When was the Indian flag code modified?
What should be done when the national flag is damaged?
What is the colour of the Bharat Scouts and Guides flag?
What is the size of the Bharat Scouts and Guides Association flag?
What is the international emblem of Guiding?
)
 (
Thought for Reflection
A country's flag may merely be a piece of colored fabric, but it is intended to represent so much more. For those who have fought battles to defend their country, the flag stands for all that they have suffered and sought to protect.
)








[bookmark: _GoBack] (
How
 much have I got it right?
Here are the answers to your memory test:
What does a national flag symbolise?
A
 country's history and ideals. 
Who designed the national flag of India? 
Pingali Venkayya, an agriculturist and Indian freedom fighter from Andhra Pradesh
When was the national flag of free India first adopted by the 
Constituent Assembly?
On 22 July 1947.
When you hoist the National Flag, which colour should be on the top?
Saffron
.
How many spokes does the Ashoka Chakra comprise of?
24 spokes.
In terms of size, what is the ratio of the national flag?
The size
 of the flag is in the ratio 
3:2 (
3
 parts long and 
2
 parts 
wide).
What does the green colour in the national flag signify?
Prosperity and peace.
When was the Indian flag code modified?
            On 26th January 2002
.
What should be done when the national flag is damaged?
           It shall be destroyed as a whole in private, preferably by burning.
What is the colour of the Bharat Scouts and Guides flag?
Deep sky blue.  
What is the size of the Bharat Scouts and Guides Association flag?
18
0 cms in length and 120 cms in width.
What is the international emblem of Scouting?
Trefoil
.  
)
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